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 When?
 2009

 Why?
 Carbapenem use

 C diff rate

 Who?
 Nobody knows...



 Preserving efficacy
 Carbapenems

 Temocillin

 Linezolid

 Daptomycin

 C diff risk
 Cephalosporins

 Antimicrobials that 
suggest complicated 
management decisions
 Echinocandins

 Vori / posaconazole

 Teicoplanin

 Fidaxomicin

 Tigecycline
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 Antibiotics issued according to code

 No extra doses of restricted agents dispensed

 Reviewed by ward pharmacists
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 Standardised practice

 Prescription review



 More work for Microbiology?

 Training time / resources?

 Can we be hacked?



 Small-ish Health Board

 One main acute site
 Scaling up may be more difficult

 ePrescribing may help

 Engagement – crucially with pharmacy and pharmacy 
stores staff



 NHS Fife Pharmacy
 Elspeth Boxall

 Alan Timmins

 Niketa Platt

 NHS Fife IPCT
 Lizzie Dunstan


